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Please accept my sincere thanks for your continued support for Caritas Japan.

Along with my thanks, I am enclosing our activity report for the April 
2010-March 2011 fiscal year.

Of course, any look at our activities during that period must focus on March 
11, when an earthquake and tsunami devastated a large part of Japan's Tohoku 
region.

The disaster has had a broad impact on the entire country. In some ways, the 
direction of Japanese history shifted that day. We are being forced to ask ourselves 
if our society's pursuit of efficiency, profit and comfort has led to true happiness.

Ongoing problems with the Fukushima nuclear power plant present questions 
about how we fulfill our material desires. It is not simply a matter of choosing 
between the alternatives of increased safety measures or the abolition of nuclear 
plants. We are being forced to examine deeper ethical issues. Even one such 
accident has an influence on the whole society, but even before the disaster the 
use of nuclear power plants had set up a negative inheritance for Japan in the form 
of nuclear waste produced by those plants.

We pray for the eternal rest of the many people who lost their lives in the 
great disaster. We also pray that the survivors who have suffered so much will be 
able to regain some degree of normal life as soon as possible.

Toward that end, we at Caritas Japan will continue efforts to support the 
victims, especially by cooperating with the Sendai and Saitama dioceses.

Caritas Japan started that support immediately after the disaster. On March 
16, we dispatched staff members to the Sendai Diocese Support Center, and have 
organized volunteers to assist relief efforts in that diocese.

Moreover, in response to requests from the affected area we are providing 
financial support as needed.

We have received great support from Churches abroad. At the plenary 
assembly of Caritas Internationalis held in Rome in May, Caritas organizations from 
Europe and the United States organized a support meeting.

Encouraged by the generosity of many people in and outside the country, 
Caritas Japan will continue to promote support services for victims of the Great 
East Japan Earthquake.

We expect to send you a detailed report about our earthquake-related 
activities next March. We expect that those activities will continue for long time. 
The many offers of continued support that we have received from all over the 
world give us confidence that we can carry on this work.

I hope that Caritas Japan can continue to rely upon your understanding and 
support.

President
Caritas Japan
Bishop Tarcisio Isao Kikuchi, SVD
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At 2:46 pm on March 11, an earthquake with a magnitude of 9.0 on the Richter 
scale produced a devastating tsunami that affected a huge area of northeast 
Japan. Furthermore, it severely damaged the Tokyo Electric Power Company's 
Fukushima I Nuclear Power Plant, causing an ongoing nuclear emergency.

Caritas Japan reached Sendai on March 16 
and began discussions regarding emergency 
response with the Sendai Diocese which 
covers the three most affected prefectures: 
Miyagi, Iwate and Fukushima. The Sendai 
Diocese Support Center (SDSC) was set up 
as a head office for relief activities.

SDSC works in cooperation with local Social 
Welfare Councils that run disaster volunteer 
centers as well as with Catholic churches to 
cover gaps in government efforts.

The first volunteer base was opened one 
week after the disaster in Shiogama, Miyagi 
prefecture. Since then, we have been 
receiving volunteers from throughout Japan 
to help clean up tsunami-affected homes and 
clear rubble.

Caritas Japan has also supported relief activities by individual groups.

【Financial assistance in fiscal year 2010】
⃝�Catholic Kashiwazaki parish (Niigata Diocese) – Soup kitchen for 

evacuees (¥299,660)

⃝�Yamagata block (Niigata Diocese) – Shelter for evacuees (¥2,900,000)

Caritas Japan offers sincere condolences to those who have lost their beloved and have 

been affected by the earthquake and tsunami. We will continue our efforts for recovery.
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�Funding for Emergency Appeals (EA) by Caritas Internationalis-14 
projects

�Human development projects with Caritas Member organizations-22 
projects

Support for grass-roots activities in Japan-9 projects

Monitoring visits: 
Mongolia (April 2010), Rwanda (August 2010), Pakistan (November 
2010), India (January 2011)

Debriefing sessions: Osaka Diocese and Oita Diocese

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE (April 10 - March 11) - TOTAL FUND　¥178,581,575

Within Japan 9,110 5.1%

Asia/Oceania 100,410 56.2%

Asian Partnership 7,014 Kyrgyzstan 2,618 Pakistan 22,897

India 12,389 Sri Lanka 4,109 Bangladesh 12,057

Indonesia 833 Taiwan 3,951 Philippines 835

Kazakhstan 790 China (Sichuan) 17,286 Myanmar (Cyclone) 5,069

Cambodia 5,235 Nepal 1,249 Mongolia 4,078

Africa 11,580 6.5%

Uganda 2,464 Sudan 4,981 Niger 1,112

Kenya 2,094 Somalia 929

Latin America 50,813 28.5%

Chile 14,995 Haiti 33,520 Brazil 2,298

Middle East 6,671 3.7%

Iraq 4,219 Jordan 2,452

Total Fund 178,584 100%

【JPY by the thousand】

Education
14％

Disaster
rehabilitation

24％
Community development
10％

Health　4％
Support for the vulnerable　4％

Human rights　1％
Support for developing Caritas　1％

Others

Emergency
Appeals
42％

Development 
projects
58％

Overseas assistance by sector:

AID ACTIVITIES
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Caritas Internationalis 
Emergency Appeal

Earthquake: Rehabilitation 
phase, year one EA16/10 (Haiti)

Four months after the earthquake 
in Haiti, the rehabilitation phase 
started. Caritas Japan supported 
the first year of this long-term 
effort as well as providing an 
emergency response to a cholera 
epidemic.

Human development project

My Home Kindergarten
(Mongolia)

Due to the recent worldwide 
economic crisis, disparity of 
wealth has been increasing in 
Mongo l i a .  Ca r i t a s  J apan 
supported a preschool that 
f eeds  poo r  ch i l d r en  and 
prepares them for the next 
stage in their education.

Support for grass-roots 
organizations in Japan

2011 Tohoku earthquake and 
tsunami (Kashiwazaki parish, 
Niigata Diocese)

Caritas Japan supported a 
soup kitchen conducted by the 
Catholic parish in Kashiwazaki 
in Niigata Diocese to serve 
about 400 people who had 
been displaced by the March 
earthquake and tsunami.

AID ACTIVITIES



Debriefing and Sharing “Let's Talk about Suicide” (2010.4)
1st Session :　�Debriefing on “Survey on concerns about suicide in the Catholic 

Church”
2nd Session : Sharing
3rd Session : Discussion of concrete steps

Held at Joseph Hall, St. Ignatius Church in Yotsuya (Tokyo Archdiocese)
Number of Participants: c.100

Production and Distribution of booklet about Suicide (2010.11)
Theme : “Looking at Suicide-The Catholic Church as a Supportive Community 
for Life”
Circulation : 15,000
Contents : 

•	Message “Facts about Suicide”
•	Learning the facts about Suicide
•	Q&A about Suicide
•	Report of “Survey on concerns about suicide in the Catholic Church”
•	Information about counseling services, helplines
•	Message to bereaved families

Ecumenical Social Welfare Promotion
•	Participated in 51st Japan Christian Social Welfare Science Institute at 
Doshisha University in Kyoto.

•	21st Christian Social Welfare Action Committee	
Committee members: The Anglican-Episcopal Church of Japan, Japan 
Baptist Union, United Church of Christ in Japan, Japan Lutheran Church, 
The Salvation Army and Caritas Japan. Eighth General Assembly will be 
held in Feb. 2012.

Our committee is in charge of the social welfare section of the Japanese 

Catholic Church. Our domestic activities focus on threats to human 

dignity and we foster the empowerment of the socially vulnerable.

SOCIAL AWARENESS
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Lenten Message of Pope Benedict XVI
Translated into Japanese and posted on website.

Appeal letter for Donations	 Circulation: 14,400
Issued an appeal letter in English, Korean, Spanish, Portuguese and Vietnamese.

Booklet TSUNAGU 2011	 Circulation: 57,000
“TSUNAGU” means “Links” in English. This booklet 
introduces our activities in order to link our beneficiaries 
and donors. We also include an appeal letter in Japanese.

Themes:
1. Who plays the leading role in the practice of love?
2. Always with you
3. Putting people in contact with other people
4. Small but great awakenings
5.　�Looking at Suicide-The Catholic Church as a 

Supportive Community for Life
6. Send the voice of the silent majority

Collection box for children	 Circulation: 25,000

Caritas Japan depends solely on donations from individual donors in Japan 
and does not receive any public funds or government subsidies. These 
donations are made either by direct contribution from individual donors or 
through special collections organized by dioceses, parishes and other 
institutions.

Caritas Japan Annual Income : Year 2010

Amount of Total Donation	 ¥433,842,670
	 Lenten Collection	 ¥66,210,290
	 For Domestic Assistance	 ¥3,109,283
	 For Overseas Assistance	 ¥48,074,130
	 For Overseas Emergencies	 ¥45,049,647
	 For Tohoku Earthquake and Tsunami	 ¥256,921,140
	 Christmas Donations	 ¥14,478,180

Answering an appeal by the Pope that the Lenten season be used as an 
opportunity for intensification of prayer, fasting and almsgiving like 
Christ who revealed His love to us, Caritas Japan has carried out 
“Donation of Love” as a Lenten Campaign in Japan’s 16 dioceses.

LENTEN CAMPAIGN
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Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Japan

CARITAS JAPAN

Japan Catholic Center 10-10 Shiomi 2-chome Koto-ku, Tokyo135-8585
Phone: 81-3-5632-4439
Fax: 81-3-5632-4464

E-mail: secretariat@caritas.jp

http://www.caritas.jp
************

For your donations
: 00170-5-95979
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