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Voices of migrant women survivors of domestic violence
BELMEDV (FART A7 254 F VU R) o348 =T b O f

Migrant women, in their stories, they expressed their fears, uncertainties
and insecurities, with guilt, traumas and discontentment, and to some, their
anger towards the unjust relation experienced inside the family set-up.
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“My husband always criticized the way | am doing things in the house. His
way is right, mine is not, even things like putting soap in the washing
machine. When | tried to reason out we ended up fighting and there were
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times when he strangled and choked me.”
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“I am afraid | won’t be able to raise my children without the support of my
husband. | don’t know even how to pay the bills. My husband was always
saying | couldn’t live in Japan without him. | am afraid of him but also afraid
to leave him.”
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“During the first years of our marriage my husband wanted to have sex
every night. When | refused | felt he might slap me. | was afraid. | thought
of divorce. But | hesitated because | know you don’t divorce your husband
because of sex. And | was ashamed of facing my neighbors in the
Philippines if they found out what happened.”
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“I bore the abuse for seven years. | couldn’t leave. My permission to stay

has already expired. We have children. He always threatened me, if | left

him | will end up being deported to the Philippines and | would not see my
children. | don’t want to be separated from my children.”
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“I think of killing myself and my children for | couldn’t imagine my children
without a father. Mine is a broken family. | don’t like it to happen to my
children so | went back to my husband but again the same abuse and
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